High Politics and High  Finance
the ground-floor at the time of your telling the Danish prince you did not believe him ?"
" On the ground floor, so please your Majesty."
" That was well,'* rejoined the king, " for your sake, otherwise had he been of my way of thinking he would certainly have kicked you downstairs."
What followed is too well known to be repeated at any length. The Danish army was defeated by Sir Arthur Wellesley at Roskilde; Copenhagen, bombarded by land and sea, surrendered on 8th September, the ships anchored in her harbour. On 28th October the British and Danish fleets, both flying the English flag, paid a friendly visit to King Gustavus IV. of Sweden, the most loyal and dauntless of England's allies. " Bustle and glory too/1 triumphantly murmured the whole Downing Street staff, after the pupil of Pitt, in "weathering the Northern storm/' had shown himself a worthy successor of the master-pilot.
Denmark may have been, as she protested, true to England, but appearances were against her. When Jackson refused to be reassured by the Crown Prince's fair words, he still had in his ears Canning's warning reminder that, so far back as July, Napoleon had told Talleyrand to insist on the closing of Danish ports against England. " However fair the promises for the future, we cannot/* had been Canning's final instructions to his representative, "forget that in the near past, as we already know from the Danish Foreign Minister, Bernstorff, the Crown Prince at once undertook not only to shut us out of the Baltic, but to place himself in everything at Napoleon's disposal/' Canning, moreover, had other informants in this
matter; first Pierrepoint, our ambassador to Sweden,
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